CHAPTER XV.

THE REVOLT OF LITERATURE AND
SCIENCE

A PERIOD of Conservative reaction in politics is
often, if not always, marked by a forward move-
ment in Liberal ideas. We saw how Pitt's reign
of terror coincided with a great outburst of specula-
tive activity, and how Peel's triumph was similarly
illustrated by the forward-looking thought of early
Victorian literature and philosophy. A second
and even higher wave of progress follows under
the aging Palmerston's retrograde rule, and comes
to a pause with the political re-awakening of 1865.
Then a more rapid movement of ebb and flow
makes itself felt. The Irish Church Bill marks a
climax in political Liberalism ; the Education Bill
and the refusal of fair play to the Trade Unions
betray a slackening of fibre in its official repre-
sentatives, a weak concession to religious and
social prejudices. But this temporary halt or
retreat is more than compensated by advances in
another field.

Matthew Arnold, himself the son of a great
Liberal divine, had pushed, at an early age, his
father's innovating method to the acceptance of
modern pantheism in its most outspoken form.
Then, in a strangely obscurantist mood, he had
attacked Bishop Colenso for postponing edification
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